Lecture 4. Adjectives.

Adjectives in English seem straightforward as they do not change their form except when they are comparatives or superlatives. But the different positions of adjectives, e.g. concerned residents or residents concerned, and the sequence of groups of adjectives can cause difficulty. This unit looks at these areas and at the use of participle and compound adjectives. 
ADJECTIVE PATTERNS

A Adjectives are words which give extra information about nouns. They do not change their form to show number or gender:

The hero was played by a young boy. Several young girls took the secondary roles.
Many adjectives are formed from other words; notice the spelling changes:

	ic
	(i)al
	able
	ful
	ent
	ive

	history
	politics
	fashion
	beauty
	depend
	effect

	historic
	political
	fashionable
	beautiful
	dependent
	effective

	ous
	less
	participles
	compounds
	
	

	danger
	hope
	interesting
	home-made
	
	

	dangerous
	hopeless
	interested
	red-hot
	
	


Adjectives can sometimes act as nouns when they describe a particular group or characteristic. We usually use the definite article and a plural verb:

Old people are becoming more numerous. = The old are becoming more numerous.
The government is looking at the disabled’s problems.

The government is looking at the problems of the disabled.


The Japanese (or Japanese people) enjoy a high standard of living.
The Japanese (or Japanese people) enjoy a high standard of living.
!!! When we make a brief comment in conversation we often use what + adjective + noun or how + adjective:

What an amazing story! What amazing!  How amazing!

В Most adjectives can be used in front of a noun (attributive position), or after a linking verb, e.g. be (predicative position):

• Attributive: We've just seen an exciting film. 
• Predicative: That film was exciting.

!!! But there are some adjectives which we usually only use in one position. Some classifying adjectives (which describe what type of thing something is) and emphasising adjectives are mainly used before a noun (see the table below):  

The plant they are building outside the town is chemical.

They're building a chemical plant outside the town.

	Adjectives usually used in attributive position:


	classifying adjectives    
	chemical, chief, criminal, elder, entire, eventual, former, industrial, local, lone, main, maximum, medical, national, nuclear, only, outdoor/indoor, principal, social, sole, underlying, whole



	emphasizing adjectives
	mere, sheer, utter 



С Adjectives in predicative position are usually the complement of a linking verb (e.g. be, predicative   become, feel, seem):

When she heard the noise Mary became very uneasy.
However, after certain verbs of thinking and feeling (i.e. consider, find, think) we can omit the linking verb:

I consider/find him (to be) very reliable. 
Many adjectives beginning with the letter a and adjectives describing health and feelings are not usually used before nouns; we use them in predicative position: 
Try not to disturb the asleep children.

Try not to disturb the children; they are asleep.
	Adjectives usually used in predicative position:

	beginning with a
	ablaze, afloat, afraid, alight, alike, alive, alone, aloof, ashamed, askew, asleep, awake, aware

	health and feelings   
	content, fine, glad, ill, pleased, poorly, ready, sorry, sure, upset,(un)well



!!! There are some fixed phrases/idioms in which we use normally predicative adjectives before a noun with a special meaning, e.g. glad tidings, an ill wind, a ready wit, a sorry state, an upset stomach.

Some predicative adjectives have equivalent words which can be used before a noun: 
They are doing experiments on live animals/animals which are alive.
	predicative
	alive afraid alike asleep ill



	attributive
	live/living frightened similar sleeping sick


D We use adjectives after indefinite words like something, anyone, no one, nothing, somewhere, etc.: 
I’m looking for cheap something. 

I'm looking for something cheap.

Some adjectives, including some ending in -able and -ible, can follow a noun if the noun follows a superlative adjective or the first/last/next/only:

They say she's the oldest woman alive.

I'm afraid that's the last ticket available.

Adjectives that are followed by a prepositional phrase, e.g. interested in something, suitable for somebody, go after, not before, a noun:
The project will appeal to interested in ecology students. 
The project will appeal to students interested in ecology.

This is similar to a reduced relative clause. We can also use a full relative clause with the adjective in predicative position:

The project, will appeal to students who are interested in ecology.

!!! Some adjectives have a different meaning when used before or after a noun: 
The meeting was full of concerned residents. (= worried)
The students concerned were a small minority.(=who took part/were involved) I'm afraid we have opposite points of view. (= contrasting) 
We used to live in the house opposite. (= physically facing/across from us) 
The present chairman is getting on a bit. (= current/existing now) 
We took a vote of all members present. (= physically there) 
Responsible parents have been outraged by this show.(= caring/conscientious) 
The person responsible will be caught and punished. (= who did the action) He gave us a ridiculously involved excuse. (= complicated) 
The president gave medals to all those involved (= who took part)

PARTICIPLE (-ING OR -ED) ADJECTIVES

A  We often use -ing and -ed participles as adjectives. Position   positions as other adjectives:

A win, even by only one goal, would be a satisfying result. 
I never find fast food very satisfying.

Recommendations from satisfied customers got our business off the ground.

We follow up every complaint from customers dissatisfied with our service. Some participle adjectives (see the table below) can be used on their own before or after a noun:

The chosen song features innovative use of digital sampling. 
The song chosen may be a disappointment to lovers of traditional ballads. 
!!! But some participle adjectives (see the table below) can only be used after a noun:
Please-dispose of your cigarettes in the provided ashtrays.
Please dispose of your cigarettes in the ashtrays provided.
	before or after a noun
	affected, chosen, identified, infected,

remaining, selected, stolen

	only after a noun
	applying, caused, discussed, found,

provided, questioned, taken



B When we use participles as adjectives -ing participle have an active meaning and 

-ed participles have a passive meaning:

I always seem to play for the losing team. (= the team which is losing) 
She found the lost ring under the sofa. (= the ring which had been lost) 
We often use participles as adjectives to describe feelings or opinions. We use -ing participles to describe a feeling that something causes:

It was a frightening film. (= it frightened us/it made us feel afraid) 
We use -ed participles to describe a feeling that someone experiences:

I felt frightened when I watched that film. (= I was frightened/I experienced fear)
!!! Inanimate objects cannot have feelings so we don't usually use -ed adjectives about feelings to describe them:
The report into the Paddington rail crash was rather worried.


The report was rather worrying. (= The report made readers feel anxious.) 
We can use that/those with all participle adjectives with a meaning like 'the one/the ones that ...'. In this pattern we use that to refer to a thing and those to refer to things or people:

The easiest route is that taken by Amundsen. (= the one which was taken by)

Those living in temporary accommodation will berehoused within three months. (= those people who are living in)

I feel sorry for those left behind. (= Those people that are left behind.)
C We sometimes combine participles with other words to make compound adjectives. The participle usually comes last. Notice the use of hyphens when the compound adjective is used before a noun:

This Japanese maple is a particularly slow-growing variety.

Handel's 'Xerxes' was a rarely-performed opera until relatively recently.

Interest in Latino music is no longer confined to a Spanish-speaking audience.

The marines made a death-defying leap over the cliff edge.

GROUPS OF ADJECTIVES

А We often use more than one adjective to describe a noun. The order of adjectives   generally follows this sequence of categories:

The 747's refurbished Interior features fantastic soft grey leather seats.

	opinion+size+ quality/character+ age+shape+colour+participles+origin+material+type+purpose


For sale: small, old, French carriage clock. 
We always put the category which is most permanent or important (usually 'type' or 'purpose') next to the noun:

The builders took out the gas heating antiquated system.

The builders took out the antiquated gas heating system. 
And we put opinion adjectives before all others:
I've just bought this new mobile fantastic phone.

I've just bought this fantastic new mobile phone.

!!! We don't usually use more than three or four adjectives before a noun, if we want to give more information we can use additional clauses:

[It's a charming small nineteenth-century French brass carriage clock.]

It's a charming small French carriage clock, made of brass and dating from the nineteenth century.

B If two adjectives describe different parts of the same thing we put and between them. 
The chrome steel facade glinted in the sunlight.
The chrome and steel facade glinted in the sunlight. (= Some parts were chrome, some parts were steel.)

We always use and between two colours:

The players will be wearing blue red shirts for this match.

The players will be wearing blue and red shirts for this match.

We can use and between two adjectives which describe similar aspects of something:

She's looking for a stable and long-lasting relationship.
When two adjectives describe contrasting aspects of the same thing we put but, yet or though between them:
The flat was located in a rundown but central part of town.

Group therapy can be a simple yet effective solution to this sort of problem. C When there are several adjectives in predicative position we usually put and before the last one:

I'm afraid the hotel was ancient, dirty and overpriced.
With longer lists of adjectives of the same category before a noun we can use commas and put and before the last adjective, or we can simply list the adjectives:

I found him a friendly, knowledgeable and dedicated guide.

I found him a friendly knowledgeable dedicated guide. 
We don't use and before the last adjective when the adjectives are of different categories:
We enjoyed sitting in the fantastic soft grey and leather seats.

We enjoyed sitting in the fantastic soft grey leather seats.
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